The health insurance system in Korea and its implications.
The national health insurance system was introduced in Korea in 1977 and achieved universal coverage in July 1989. This article briefly describes the general features of the insurance scheme: coverage, management, benefit package, financing provision of medical services and method of reimbursement. Generally speaking, the system mirrors that of the German and Japanese experiences. Although the Korean health insurance system achieved universal coverage during a remarkably short time-span, there is much room for improvement. In this regard, the article also highlights the problems related to Korea's health insurance system and the attempts to improve equity and efficiency in both financing and provision of services.